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Mechanics/ as- Well as Fliers 
From Canada and Britain/^ 
' Paid by U. S. Fugitive 

. - ~m 

This artida is based on reporting by 
JeffGerth end Ptdlip-Tcmbman and was 

written by Mr. Gerth* hi \ J .- . 

• ' • 

LONDON, Oct. 21 — American pitots 
sni aircraft — f r «r f a»wng miii 
taiyratetaa, are flying acdm»tataa» 
lag Libyan Air Perea places to an opes* 
den or ganiz e d by Edwin p. Wilson, a 
former American isteUlgenca agent, ae» 
coding to associates of Mr. Wilson. •? 

Tbe American flight persocaad, as 
well as ptets from Canada and Britain, 
barebeen l e cralte d and paid by cwnp»» 
des antrdied by Mr. Wilson and, at; 
least since last year, hare flora a 
Libyan fleet of AmericaiMXtete cargo 
and tra n s p ort aircraft and beUccptery] 
tbe associates said. ; 

One Western pilot r e cruited by Mr. 
WUsao said that American pilots fleer 
heUccpten in support of tbe Libyan bv 
vasico of Cbad this year, but tbe eertent 
to which Western recruits are ta rohre d j 
directly in Libyan combat missicra 
could not be determined. Tbe pilot said 
be ras paid about $3,000a mooh. 

Couidjuationtnlrndon 
- Some of tbe American pilots and m^ 
chanlcs- bare been recradtaV in-tbe 
United States by other Americans. Mcst| 
of the operation b coordinated through a 
London office that' r ep r esents several 
African and Eampean companies can* 
trolled by Mr. WXbcoj. according to his 
associates. , yC-l* 
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Pniwvi of pOots flnd mwhudg hswj 
'participated tbe operation for Libya, 
a militant Arab nation In North Africa, 
although the prepiaa number could not 
be determined. Their role apparently 
violates obUsttad States law. 

Earlier thte we aLv an American air- 
craft machanl£~ Richard L. Lowa,'Tia- 
[ited th e L o nd o n atfl ca». waiting far sjrlae 
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’and .airplane connections to Libya." Mr. 
Lore told a former Wilson associate that 
be had been recruited in Alabama and 
bad signed a one-year contract to sere- 
ice Libyan military aircraft, according 
to the former associate. . 

Recrolts Held Weil Paid •./ ’ 

Mr. Lore-said be and tbe other re- 
cruits were well paid for their services 
but was not specific, tbe associate 

a &W k - - - 

| Mr. Wilson, a former co ve r t agent for 
(the Central Intelligence Agency, now 
lives in Libya, where be Is a fugitive] 
from a Federal indictment last year) 
that charged him with illegally shipping 
€xpk »hes to Libya to help train terror- 
ists^. , ‘ V, ^ * - -.1 

^ Mr. Wllsccdidnrtretnrnatdepbooe 
"call placed today to bis office in Tripoli. 
A reporter left a message with* an j 
sodate of Mr. Wilson seeking a reply to 
questions about tbe pilot recruitment 
program. 

The unofficial i n volve m ent of AmerW 
cans in Libyan military activity -con* 
trasts sharply with United States for- 
eign policy toward the Arab nation, led 
by Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. Recent 
Administrations have regarded Libya, a 
supporter of international terrorism, as 
an increasingly disruptive force in the 
Middle East. 

; Last summer, the United States re-1 
ported that two Navy jets had shot downf 
two Libyan fighter planes after being 
fired on by one of them. ^ 

! After the assassination of President 
Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt this month and 
amid reports of hostile Libyan activity 

* against the Sudan, the Reagan Adminis-i 
tration sent two Awacs radar surveil-) 
lanceplanes to Egypt to monitor Libyan 
aircraft activity in the area. 

• American officials said the presence] 
of American pilots and mechanics in 
Libya helped explain what until now had 
been a mystery to them : who was main- 
taining the American planes that were 
sold to Libya years ago, when that coun- 
try's relationship with the United States 
was not belligerent. Past speculation 
had centered on North Koreans and 
others from Communist countries. 

■/ A White House spokesman had no im- 
mediate comment today on whether] 
high-level Reagan Administration offi- 
cials were aware that Americans were] 
flying and maintaining planes for the 
Libyan Air Force, although law enforce-] 
ment officials knew of the recruitment 
operation. ’ ’ 1 n 

; The involvement of the Americana in 
Libya does not appear to violate Ameri- 
can law, according to Justice Depart-] 
ment officials. t * V 

; E. Lawrence Barceila Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney for the District] 
of Columbia, is overseeing the Federal 
investigation of Mr. Wilson. Hesaid the 
neutrality laws, which prohibit Ameri- 
cans from enlisting in the military serv- 
ice of a foreign nation, apparently do not j 
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puvaie ousiness activities in 1976 and 
1977, his help in training terrorists in 
Libya by shipping explosives and his 
hiring of former Army Special Forces 
troops for the training operation, 
v /The recruitment of former military 
aircraft personnel illustrates for Ameri- 
can* law enforcement officials some of 
the same issues posed by Mr. Wilson's 
earlier activities, especially the lack of 
laws governing the private business ac- 
tivities of former American servicemen 
and intelligence agents. It also demon- 
strates Mr. Wilson’s capacity to con* 
>inue to operate within the United States 
even though he has been out of the coun-' 
try for several years^ •* 
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House Panel Seeks Remedies 


' The House Select Committee on Intel 
ligence is considering possible legisla- 
tive remedies as part of its investigation 
into Mr. Wilson’s activities. 

In 1976, shortly after ending his em- 
ployment with the Office of Naval Intel- 
ligence, which he had joined after leav- 
ing the C.I A., Mr. Wilson closed a busi-j 
ness deal with Colonel jjaddaft to sell his 
! expertise in intelligence, armband ex- 
plosives to Libya for the training of ter- 
rorists. ■ . : • / •* ...Mu*, . v -/ T 

A few years later, after Federal inves- 
tigators began examining his. activities 
in the United States, Mr. Wilson* shifted 
his base of business operations' from 
Washington to Europe and Libya* About 
the same time, several companies con- 
trolled by Mr. Wilson began using the 
London office of Brilhurst Ltd., a British 
company, according to associates of Mr. 
Wilson and company documents. V - 
Scope of Recruiting Frog3cam7i;/^ 
The recruitment program, which 
started about two years ago, includes 
[ dozens of pilots, flight engineers and air- 
; craft mechanics from the United States, 
Britian and Canada with both civilian 
| and military backgrounds, according to 
1 associates of Mr. Wilson familiar with! 
the plan. Among those-reexuiteid^werei 
British paratroopers. yi ^ 
According to spokesmen* for Ameri- 
can aircraft companies, the Libyan. Air 
Force has eight C-130's, 20!CH-47 heli- 
copters, known as Chinooks, 10 727*s, 
mneC-4TsaiKl one707. A ,;'^^-i > 
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